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Train up 4 Child in the way be ſhould ge; and when bs 


at ſaying of Zephar the Friend of J's, comes 
. that * Man u blem like a wild Af 


Colt: Naturally, no Creature is more rude and igno- 
rant, and none falls ſhorter of the Perfection of it 


Species. Whatever God has made in the whole 
Compaſs of Beings, beſides Man, is compleat in its 
kind; there is no want of artificial Aſſiſtance to 
bring about their ends, but the ſingle Efforts of Na- 


ture are ſufficient.” Vegetables grow wild and with- 


out Culture, and produce their Seed for the Propa- 


oh | 
and are naturally adorn'd with all the exquiſite Or- 
gans of Senſation, - which are ſo perfect in ſome, as 


to influence even the ſtricteſt Searchers into Nature, 


to attribute the Faculties of-, Underſtanding, or at 
leaſt Memory to em. But let the Actions of Brute 
Animals be reſolvd by what Principles we pleaſe, 


whether by meer Mechaniſm, or ſome ſuperior Fa- 


culties; yet the ends they were ereated for, viz. Lo- 
cal Motion, Senſation and Generation, are effectu- 
ally carried on, and perfected alone by Nature: 
Whereas, Man's natural Perfection is to be like God, 
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to een and to love him. In order to this, 100 Was 
furniſh'd with Reaſon to ſearch after, and diſcoyer 

his Duty, and with a Power freely to chooſe the 

Good, and refuſe the Evil: And had not theſe Fa- 

culties been abus d by the Fall, our own Native 

Abilities wou'd have ſecur d to us all the Perfection 
and Happineſs we were created for; but the Caſe 

(whether as the natural Conſequence of the firſt 
Tranſgreflion, or from the poſitive Judgment of 
God) is now quite otherwiſe. We enter the World 
the moſt | defective Creatures in our kind of any 
part of he | cation: Our Infane State is abundantly 
= * helpleſs chan chat of Brutes : 

Tis a long eine beider we arre to a right uſe of 
the Organs of Senſation; and when we do, are 
inferiour to ſeveral” kinds of Beaſts, in che exquiſite 
Perfection of em; and if in any thing we dan Shia 
the Prerogative-oves other Beitips, it Wack be aſcrib'd 
to our natural Power of Reæaſon and Reflection: 
But if original Sin did ſo wonderfully affect our Ani- 
mal, 'how maich'mote muſt ie influence our rational 
Part ? For this Was properly the Man and this that 
made him accountable and guilty; ſo that in Juſtice 
this ought to be the greateſt aten, We know in- 
deed very little of the Nature and Perfection of Im- 
material "Subſtances in general, and as little of our 
own Souls in particular; therefore are not capable 


of king d The Dimenſions of that height | from whence 
"WE: 
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good Providence af, God, who. (wirhaut any. merit 
in our ſelves): hascalld. us into Being, under this glo- 
rious t ight,by which We have Opportunities of greater 
Knowledge, and higher Improvements. We ate not 
born with this Knowledge, but come into the World 
with the ſame Ignorance of God, the! fame Corru - BM 
tion of Will, and the ſame irregular, Paſſions and 1 
Appetites as Heathens do, and if ee ſhall lie x 
as much without God in the World, be as dark and 4 
as ſavage as they. It is not gad (faith the N iſe- 1 | 
man): that the Soul he without Knowledge, & much 
leſs that it be without moral Rectitude and Goodneſs ; | 
JJ. wr 8. + _ 
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and yet it wou'd' be fo, did not our Parents (when 
uncapable of taking care for our felves) enter us into 
= Covenant with God by Baptiſm, inſtruct us them- 
ſelves afterwards in the firſt Rudiments of Chriſtia- 
nity and Humanity, and when capable, transfer us to 
the Inſtructions of Maſters and Tutors, to improve 
our Knowledge, rectifie our Wills, and regulate our 
= Paſſions. So neceſſary is a careful Education to ad- 
; vance our Nagyre, to raiſe our Minds, and prepare 
us to be Men and Chriſtians, that without ' theſe 
Helps we ſhould degenerate into Beaſts ; na), our 
twilight Reaſon, would but ſerve to make us more 
vile and miſerable than they: Therefore, the Wiſe. 
Man, who knew where the Defects of Human Na- 
ture lay, and che Methods of improving it, preſcribes. 
how to advance it, and for Encouragement, intimates. 
the great Advantages of it in my Text, Train up a 


2 — — — 
— . — — 


will not depart from it. F 
In which words, there are theſe Three things to be 
- conſider d. Firſt, the end that is x d in the 
Education of Children, viz. The way be Hare „ 
Adly. The means preſcrib'd to bring about this. 
End; Train him up in that way, & cc. 
3d The advantageous Conſequence: of ſuch an 
Education; when the i Old, be will not degart from it. 
iſt. We are to conſider the end here propos d in 
the Education of Children, viz. The way be 2 g. 


* 


_ 


4 © — 4 * - 
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upon, is the Way a Child ſhould go in, or the Courſe 
of Life he ſhou'd ſteer, both as to his immortal and 
his temporal Capacity ; as a Member of Chriſt's 
Church, and a Member df Civil Society. As to the 


former, he is look d upon capable of an eternal Enjoy- 
ment of God, which in Reality or Profeſſion, is al- 
low'd not only to be the greateſt, but the general 
end of Chriſtians, and it is as generally agreed upon, 


that the Fear of God, and keeping his Commandments, 


that a Religious, Vertuous Temper of Mind is neceſ- 
ary to be aim d at, and acquir'd to ſecure this Hap- 


pine. 


But when we conſider Man as à Member of 


Civil Society, The way be ſhou'd* go; is not eaſil) de- 


termin d. Various Circumſtances occurr, which ren- - 


der it impoſſible to fix upon any general Courſe; the 
Genius, 


Publick. Moſt Parents without any reſpect to Qua- 
lifications,are for raiſing their Children Ike be 


Mother of Zebedee s) to Greatneſs, by forcing em e 


upon the publick Stage, either in the Church or State, 


where. inſtead. of being uſeful creditable Members, 


they expoſe their own- Weakneſs, bring Contempt 


ſion. Such Parents (as our Saviour ſays) know = 
* what 


— 


Nou che firſt thing enquir d after and refoly'd- 


us, Temper, Inclinations and Abilities of Chil 
dren, ought to be diligently obſerv d, and ſeriouſſy 
conſider d; the Neglect Whereof, has proved the 
Ruin of Multitudes, and of ill Conſequence to the 


upon themſelves, and a Reproach upon their Profeſ- 


133 4 Sermon Preached to the Gentlemen ö 
what they atk; for beſides rhe Inconvegiences, Wlüch 
ſuch Children's own Perſonal Inabilities would bring 
4 upon themſelves and the Society, it is inconſiſtent 
2 with the Order of the World, that all ſhould: be 
great or rich; for higher and lower are but compara- 
tive Terms, and if there were no Members, there 
could be no Head, nothing but a Monſter. In de- 
termining therefore the Way that Children ſhould 
g0, it is neceſſary to have a due regard to thoſe Abi- 
lities and Qualifications, which even tender Nature 
indicates; not, that this Method is always attended 
with Succeſs, for the over-ruling Providence of God 
(to manifeſt his governing Power, and to teach Men 
leſs Self. Confidence, and more Humility) ſometimes 
interpoſes to defeat the moſt. likely Methods; Tbe 
Race ts not always to the Swift, nor the Battle to. the 
Strong, neither jet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to. 
17177 wr yet Favour. to. Men 
Feel aa. of Silz But the commonand'ordinaty Courſe: 
of things is quite otherwiſe, and where Men are hum- 
ble and reſign'd,.. God, directs: us by rational Me. 
thods in our Choice, and bleſſes it with. Succeſs 
Having thus conſider d the end here propos d in the 
Education of Children, viz. The way he ſhould go ; 1 
proceed to the Ee” be. ARES ap 
24. Particular, which is to ſpeak of the means 
which the Wiſe-Man preſcribes for bringing about 
this end, Train him up in that way. And whoever 
con- 
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conſidets the gteat r oe work we are engag dd 
in, to prepare us for Happineſs in the next World, 


and the many Qualifications and Improvements re- 

iſice to render us uſeful and ſerviceable to our Ge- 
nerat ions in this, Wich the Uncertainty and Shortneſs 
of Human Life; and withal, after we haye Being, 
how long it is before the Light of Reaſon ſhines 7 
clear and bright, as to direct and influence our 
Actions 3. ' whoever conſiders theſe things, will be 
convined, that the longeſt time is ſhort. enough to 


bring about theſe important Ends. And as Reafon, 


ſo Nature itſelf directs us to an early Application, 
by bringing: Children into the World, meer Blanks; 
cheir Underſtandings void of all Prejudices and falſe 
Notions, and their Wills in equi librio, not warp 4 


and bent by firong Habits to Senſuality: S0 thar 
upon all Accounts, this is the moſt proper Seaſon 

to make the firſt and moſt laſting Impteſſions, whe- 
cher as to the Affairs of another Life, Or this. And 


1h; The way we ſhowld go, to attain the I 
of another Life, is to know God and his Will, and 


to chooſe and act in Conformity to this Knowledge: 
And to effect this, we are advis d to ttain up a Child 
in this way, i. e. to enter him into the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant by Baptiſm, and as ſoon as we diſcoyer any 
xerations of Soul, any the leaſt Dawnings of Rea- 


5 carefully direct tiem towards God, by impreſ⸗ 
ſing ſuch Notions of the Divine Nature upon the 
N OY Mind, 
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13 Mind, as ſhall influence thoſe Two great and earli- 
| eſt Paſſions, Love and Fear But above all, watch 
= | carefully over the Moral Conduct of the Soul, keep 
| the Paſſions orderly, obſerve thoſe which are apt to be 
f irregular, not connive at chem for the ſake of Youth, 
but immediately ſuppreſs 'em : Repreſent Virtue as 
the moſt pleaſant and adyantagious, and Vice, as 
the moſt monſtrous and injurious thing in Nature: 
as our Faculties grow clearer and ſtronger, ſo 

we ſhould be led ſtill further and further into the 
great Depths and Myſteries of the Chriſtian Reli- 
ion; which will ſtill difcoyer more and more of its 
. -cpey ſtrengthen our Love to God, and furniſh 
us with more irreſiſtable Arguments for Piety and 
Virtue: Our Knowledge bets thus carefully im- 
proy d, and our vertuous Inclinations increas'd to 
Habits, as we grow in Years, we ſhall grow in 
„Grace, till we come to a perfect Man, to the Mea. 
Erber er 13. ſure of the Stature of the fullneſs of Chriſt, The 
great Inconveniences which are conſequent upon the 
neglect of this, I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak to un- 
der the next Head, to which I refer it. Butt 
2dly, As this is the way to train up a Child in: 
with Relation to Religion and another Life, let us 
ſee what Methods ſhould be taken with him in re- 
ference to this. Now here we are to conſider him 
as 2 Member of Society; in which reſpect, no Man 


is born for himſelf, but the Publick. - 1 


— — 
And tliis is plain in the Caſe, of Sufſerings; if the ſu- 
preme Magiltrate imjures me in my Eſtate or Libeitys 
even to my, Ruin, I am under the higheſt Obliga- 
tions to ſubmit my private Circumſtances, rather chan 


* 


2 


ſtance. New if every- private Member of Society, 
is tied in Duty :to ſerve the Publick in a Paſlive, 
much; more is he ſo in an tive way: Indeed a 
due Regard ought to be had to a Man's private 
Calling; but 'always with Subordination to the 
Publick Intereſt, I mention this, in oppoſition to 
that narrowneſs of Spitit, Which ſo much prevails, 
thaugh / not ſ only condemned by the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, but by the. beſt and moſt enlightned 
of the Heathen World. We muſt conſider there- 
fore every, Berſon in 4 Publick, and -a. Private Ca- 


pacity à his private felates to the Calling he i de- 


tet mined for chis is the Way wherein” He is to act 
for the ſupport of Himſelf; and Family; and in 
Reaſon he opghit, to be trained up in this way 
be carefully. inſtructed in ſuch parts: of KO. - 
ledges: and furniſhed: with | ſuch Acquiretneats, that 
may render him capable of tranſacting ptudently the 
Afairs of his Station. But à Mans Relation to 
the publick, and his on private Intereſt, are ſo 


cloſely connected, that he can never ſeparate them 


without a manifeſt. Injuſticg: No Man can fairly 
take any Advantage to himſelf, that is inconſiſtent 
| with 


"I'D 


bring an Eyil to the Community by a publiek Reſi- 
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with Juſtice and Si ; he who will 
all he can reach at, t - y Oppreſſion, Piſhons. 
ſty and Inſincerity, is a publick Robber ; and 
therefore young People ought to be inſtruCted, 
and brought in Love with the Moral Duties of 
Chriſtianity, with Juſtice, Charity, Integricy, Can- 
dor, Gentleneſs and Aﬀability. Theſe are che Vir- 
tues, in which Human 4 ſhould be traind 
up to make a Man a uſeſul Member of Society, 
whether with reſpect to the Fublick, or himſelf 


Which brings me to the 

34 And 10 Particular, Which is to conſider the 
a 4 quences of 1 an 3 
And this * a Topick, W we, Who arc 
met together u op Occaſion, are more parti- 
eularly conce I ſhall inſiſt the larger u 
We have hitherro cook a tranſient vj w of T3 
norance of our natural and infant State, 
Care of our Parents, in chooſing a 1 
The way we ſhould go, and diligently applying pro- 
per means to cultivate our rade Natures, and fur- 
niſh us with Abilities and. Qualifications proper for 
this end. Let us now look further upon 
ny Advantages which accrue to our ſelves, and 
which the Publick reaps from ſuch improved and 


uſeful Members. 
x7, Many are the great the ineſtimable Advantages of 


* » 


Our 


the ma- 


—_ 


ducated at St. Paul's School, 1 
. our early Education in Religion: For beſides thoſe con- 
ferred in Baptiſm, which are general and common to all 
+, Chriſtians, there are others more particular, which are 
appropriated only to thoſe, Who have been bleſt with 
a pious and ingenuous Education: And the 
| Firſt that I ſhall name, is the Knowledge of Divine 
| Truths, i. e. thoſe which are reveald to us in the —_ 
Scriptures, which are the moſt excellent in their own 2 
Nature, as tending to make us both wiſer and bet- 1 
ter Men. Indeed Natural Light (ſo dim as it is) 
directs us to the Diſcovery of a God, and to diſtin- | 
guiſh between Good and Evil; but Revelation 
both brightens and exalts theſe Notions, and what is 
further, diſcovers ſuch noble and uſeful Truths, 
which we could not otherwiſe know, viz. the 
Knowledge of our felves, what we were in a State ' 
of Innocency, what after the Fall, and what in k 
our preſent Condition; and hence we come to have | 
ſome Infight into the great Myſtery of Man's Re. | 
demption”  _ 
But that which renders it uſeful, as well as ex- 
cellent, is, that it provides a Remedy for all the 
wants of ſinful fallen Men, and offers the greateſt 
Helps, the greateſt Motives and Encouragements 
to make uſe of it: $o that the Doctrines of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, anſwer all the wants of Hu- 
man Nature, make up the Defects of all other In- 
ſtitutions, and are a CE Rule to lead us to 
2 Life 
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Life» Eternal: Bur this Knowledge Which : is | 
attended with ſo many Advantages, Was not born 


with us, but gradually inſtilled in our Minds, by the 


Inſtructions of thoſe who directed and improved our 
tender State. Now, ſince right Notions of God 


are the firſt Principles of all religious Actions, what 
a mighty Advantage mult it be, to have the Mind 


furniſhed and enlarged with them at its ſetting out 


into the World? The Neglect whereof, has occa- 


ſion d a baſe, ſervile, flattering Devotion in ſome, 


and Multitudes of erroneous and deſtructive: Opi-. 


nions in others. In ſhore, a Mind throughly in- 
ſtructed in the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, has Principles to direct and ſteer a Man clear 
of all Frrors and Hereſies; He who ſees into the 


wonderful Beauty and Contrivance of Divine Provi- 


dence in all the Stages of his wiſe Diſpenſations, has 
a firm Foundation of Adoration, Love and Obe- 
dience q he is not carried away by every Wind of Do- 
ctrine, not impoſed upon by every new Suggeſtion 
and Opinion, not deluded by the flattering Amuze- 
ments and Pleaſures of the World, but preſerves an 
even conſtant Courſe of \ Obedience, through the 
whole Series of his Life; whilſt Men of no Educa- 
tion, for want of ſolid Knowledge, are eaſily led 
away and betray d by the falſe Reaſonings and empty 
Sophiſtry of Deceivers. 17 
We haye a very remarkable Inſtance of the uſeful-. 
| neſs. 
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nels of a Tearned Educatich <v" che Apoltle of this 


a5; WO Was heteby qualified-midte ſuccetsfulhy to 

villen the Truths of the Goſpel, and bringe over the 
Heathen World to che Obedience of Faith,” And 
ar: earl; Inſtruction is of great ule,” 10 de ntg lect 12 
ix is of very. pernicious Conte: zeit Pere e 
Cauſe of that Jeportce, 975 7 55 © juſtly Wy com- 
ained bf, and Con ntly © all Dix 10H and 
Sep arations > cee ene @ Ty in 
is 0. Knowledge "of the Principles 
Religion, i catinot be inis rail 80% Kloß Mist 
anderfland the Excelleneys d Beauty of ic; ThE R 

ſon unc Neceſſic) of CH Cominnmion“ Date 
ger of 'Sephration! -rebeiye. am Hetlefft fem pu 


f with 
of the Duties of a Chriſtish Life cet 

ſo agreeable to Human Natiire, arid 19 eric Give Ty 
all our Faculties are tHe Döctrines ad- eps 0b 
che Chriſtian Diſpenſation;” chat tile f de l Mit 


knows them, the more he muſt love chem?" dd 11 


nothing but our Ignorance” of their, N. attire, and thei 
Tendency to dur Intereſt, Which makes us run fo 
counter to them in our Practice. 

And as theſe are ſome of the Advantizes we te. 
ceive by the Improvement of our Knowledge in Rt. 
ligion, ſo | 

2dly, There are others corlfadticns! upon a due Ke: 
gulation of the Will and Affections. This * 
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of chooſing or refuſing, is a middle Faculty of the 


Soul, between the Underſtanding and the Paſſions, 
and the Principle of all moral Actions: But notwith- 
ſtanding it is only a blind Power, and when regular, 
follows the Direction of the Underſtanding, and 
when otherwiſe, is in Subjection to our Paſſions and 
Appetites: But, now it is one of the greateſt Misfor- 
tunes deriv'd to us from Original Sin, that the blind 
and lower Faculties of the Soul govern inſtead of 

, and our Wals zr under a ſtrong Bias and 
Inclination to be led by them. This is the diſorderly 
State of our Minds when we come into The World, 
and without great 
Reaſon, and by proper Motives incline and encou- 
rage the Will to comply with it, human Nature 
will take the wrong way, and by long ne ect will 
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grow fo ſtubborn and confirm d in a carnal, vicious, 
and deſtructive Courſe, that at laſt it ſhall be next 
to impoſſible to reduce it to a regular bent. 
Thus the Prophet repreſents this Cafe ; Can  _ 
the Ethiopian change his Skin 2 or the Leopard his ki 
Spots ? then may ye alſo do Good, that ate accuſtomed to do 
Evi/. Theſe are the Miſeries and Misfortunes thoſe 
labour under, who for want of Care, are permitted 
to contract ſuch ſtrong Habits of Diſorder and Vice, 
which (if ever afterwards) yet with great Difficulty 
are rectified and conquered. 1 
What 
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eat Care be taken, to check Paſſion, 
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What future Pains and Harards are cn pre- 
vented by an early Application to regulate the Will 
and Aﬀections? When we come out of the Hands 
of thofez' who have thus carefully trained us up, and 
are left to our own Conduct, how eaſy, how plea- 
ſant, and even natural, do we find the ways of P 
and Vireue? Our Wil bent towards their, 
Good, our Aﬀections regular, our Appetites in Sub- 
jection ; the Heats of Paſſion canquer'd and quench'd, 
2 — art ite ich Fl 
ties of Humanity) preſerv m the 
World. Such Men. have nothing more to do, but 
rigorouſly employ their Faculties with the Aſſiſtance 

ivine Grace, that wap they are apply fixed in, 
and Preſs forward toward the mark, for the Prize 
7 the by b Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſw: au., ol 
thele Advantages Which are conſequent 
92 an early Education in Religion, I proceed to 
ſpeak ing of thoſe which artend : it > wich 
— a evi Wer Li 
irt, An early Inſtruction an mprovement 
of our am U ſtandings in Knowledge, brings many 
Benefits to us, as Members of Civil Society: For let 
us be determined to ga in what way we will, whe- 
ther we take the Souls, the Bodies, or the Eſtates. 
and Civil Rights of Men for the Objeet of our Un- 
derſtanding, whether any of the ſever of 
Trade or Mechanical Arts ; Jn the Knowledge of 
Words- 
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Words: md 8 18 neceſſaty i in ſome, Orna- 
mental and nſefub ! incall: For though Words are but 
Sounds, yet they are ſignificant Signs of things, and 
convey tous the Notions of others, Who ate: geflerally 
our bf the reach of a perſonal Converſation. Indeed the 
Knowledge of Letters is not of immediate uſe to 
ſeveral Arts and Callings, but by its influence, it is ſo to 
all; for an Acquaintance with the Hiſtory: of Men, 
of Times and Action, wich clin Manners, Cuſtoms, ind 
Goyernments of Foreign People, as it is an Exer-. 
ciſe, ſo alſo an Improvement ofour Reaſon: z.itenlarges 
the Soul, makes its Faculties: quicker and brightes/ 
more icapable 'of-mankging the Buſineſß of Lies 
of improving beneficial Arts and Science, and chi- 
verſing with more Advantage to our re the: 
Community. . e e 
But 2diy), The e Ot jad! na al 
part (if poſſible) brings more Advantages to a 
Civil: Life c The former gives only Light, but 
this, Conduct to our Affairs: For it not! only ſet- 
tles an harmonious and [ſedate Temper of Mind, 


which is one of the greateſt Bleſſmgè of A. private 


State, but alſo diſpoſes a Maw touch a Behaviour, 
as renders him a uſeful Member to the Publick zz; 
he is not of a ſeditious turbulent Spirit, but quiet, 
minding his on Buſineſs; not tranſported witli vio- 
lent Paſſion and blind Zeal for particular Parties, but 


true to his own n Principles, yet calm and prudent in 
the 
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the Defence of chem; he is Pious, Charitable, and 
Temperate, a lively Example of all Virtues, and con- 
ſequently uſeful and ornamental to his Family and the 
Publick : He is juſt and wiſe, fit therefore to be con- 
ſulted and truſted; | he is nor only uſeful to the preſent, 
but future Generations, by training up his Poſterity, 
not only to inherit his Eſtate, but imitate his V irtues. 
What ſhall I ſay more? he has the Advantage (at 
leaſt) of a: ſecret Reſpect and Deference from the very 
worſt of Men; and — Approbation, Friend- 
ſhip and Honour of che beſt; he is beloyed, applaud- 
ed and advanced without the Envy of any, and he 
lives to the Joy, and dyes to the Sorrow of all. 
There is one other Advantage which muſt not be 
omitted, becauſe mentioned in my Text, viz. that 
all choſe Improvements whether Moral or Intellectu- 
al, which. are Conſequents of a careful Education, 
will it is very probable continue with us to the end 
of our Days; ſo ſtrong is the Power of Habits any 
way, that they become even Nature; much more 
it is to be hoped thoſe of Virtue willhich carry along 
with them ſo great an Agreeableneſs to Human Na- 
ture, and are ſo neceſlary to our preſent and future 
Happineſs, that the Wiſe-man had good Reaſon to 
aſſert, that a Child trained up in this way, when he was 
old, wauld not depart from it. | FN 
You, to whom I have been thus long addreſſing my 
ſelf, are the Perſons bleſſed with ſuch a happy Educa- 
| D tion, 
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tion, and either actually do, or may reap from thence, 
if not your own fault, theſe and many more ſuch 
excellent Advantages. And now what can we do lefs, 
by way of Acknowledgment for theſe great and mani- 
fold Bleſſings, but make Returns of Thanks to God, 
Gratitude to our Parents and . Inſtructors, "Humility 
of Mind, with reſpect to our own Endowments, and 
Love and Charity to one another? 
And, Firſt, Let us live under a eanftane and live- 
ly Senſe of God s unmerited Love and Mercy to us, 
by giving us Life in a Chriſtian Nation, and appoint- 
ing ſuch Parents to be Inſtruments of dur Being, who 
have ſo carefully provided for our Well-Being. How 
many are there of the ſame common Original with our 
ſelyes, who are born under Heathen Darkneſs, groſs 
Superſtition and Idolatry? how many, tho of Chri- 
ſtian, yet vicious, ignorant and negligent Parents? And 
yet we have had the Favour of a pure Light, and a 
careful Inſtruction. - Theſe different Diſpenſations of 
Divine Providence, tho unſearchable, yet are certainly 
wiſe and juſt, and ſince we are marked out as Favou- 
rites of Heaven, and enjoy ſuch ineſtimable Privileges, 
ſure we cannot live under the Influence of them in a 
careleſs Forgetfulneſs of our Benefactor. Thanks, as it 
is all, fo it is the leaſt we can return, and to make it 
acceptable, let it not be that of our Lips only, but 
vur Hearts, and our Lives alſo. And. 
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 SEducated at St. Pauls School. Ig 
| 3dly;;Le us not forget our Parents, and Inſtructors, 


thoſe who have with Faithfullneſs and Diligence diſ- 
charged themſelves in our Education, Conſider with 


whacBowels of Love and Fendernels they have watched 
oyer us from pur Tufant'to Adult State; how many 
ſollicitous carpfal Thoughts have they had to find out 
and determine for us the proper way we ſhould go in ? 
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To put us into the beſt Hands, to train us up, and 


pare us for it? What Joy has been conceived even 


at the Proſpect of our Well-domg and Succeſs ;. and 
what Fears of our Miſcarriage and Ruin? Reflect 


upon the induſtrious Application of your Maſters, 
how careful they have been to inſtill Knowledge. in- 
to you, to obſerve the vicious Tendencies of your Na- 
tures, and to give a timely and happy Reſtraint to 
them ? And what can be repaid for all this, lefs than 


filial Duty and Reverence to your Parents, and a 


conſtant Reſpect and Deference to your Inſtructors? 
3dly, Let us be fo true to our ſelves and our Know- 


ledge, as to be humble and modeſt in the Enjoy- 


ment of it; for nothing more diſcoyers Emptineſs 
and Ignorance than Pride; and nothing more mani- 
feſts our real Improvement in Knowledge and Vertue, 
and prepares us for higher Degrees of both, than Hu- 
mility; it is the greateſt Ornament of Human Na- 
ture, and effectually recommends us both to God 
and Man. And. 3 
Lab, 
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' 20. 4 Sermm Preached to the” Gentlemen 
_ Lofth, I would remind you of che great Duties of i 
Love and Charity; for we are not only under the 
general Obligations of Chriſtianity, but alſo the par- 
common Education; we have in the {ame place aid 
the Foundation of our Knowledge and Virtue, and to ⁵ 
theſe happy Beginnings are owing all our after Ac- "iſ 
quirements ; Let us therefore love ar Brethren; ⁵⁶ 
r John 3. 18. $ 8 „ 
br not in Word, neither in Tongue, but in Deed iſ 
and in Truth ; be ready to adviſe, rebuke, encourage 
and aſſiſt each other in all Inſtances of Duty and 
Service; which, as it will unite us in the ſtricteſt "i 
Bonds of Love and Friendſhip here, / it may be 
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inſtrumental to promote our Salvation hereaſter. 


Now i, te Holy, Ever Bleſſed, and Undivided 
Nui, Three Perſons and one God, be aſeri- 
e as is moſt due, all Power, Prutſe, | 
- Might, Majeſty and Dominion, henceforth 

| and for E pes mo re. Amen. N 
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